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I am responding on behalf of an organisation. 
 
 

 
 
2B. It is a third sector organisation: a non-profit news website. 
 

 
The organisation’s name is openDemocracy and we are happy for the response to be 
attributed to us. 
 



 

 
 
Contact: [Redacted] 
 

 
We are ‘fully supportive’. 
 
We fully support the strengthening of people’s right to access information. The FoISA must 
be extended to cover bodies delivering public services, services of a public nature and 
publicly funded services. It is also a good opportunity to examine in detail how WhatsApp 
messages and texts used for official business should be stored, and subsequently accessed 
when a freedom of request is submitted.     
 

 
 
We are ‘fully supportive’. 
 
We are fully supportive of the private sector being designated under FoISA if it is publicly 
funded and the service is of public nature. It is crucial to scrutinise companies that provide 
public services and assess how taxpayers’ money is being spent.      
 



 

 
 
We are ‘fully supportive’. 
 
We are supportive of strengthening the role of a FOI officer within organisations.  
 

 
 
We are ‘fully supportive’.  
 
It is essential that disclosure logs are complete and kept up-to-date. A complete disclosure 
log helps people to check whether the information they’re seeking is already in the public 
domain, and they may not need to submit a FOI request.   
      

 
 
We are ‘fully supportive’.  
 

 
 
We are ‘fully supportive’.  
 
We are fully supportive of amending FoISA to prevent the use of confidentiality clauses 
where inappropriate between public authorities and contractors providing public services. It 
is absolutely in the public interest to scrutinise the delivery of public services by contractors, 
and inappropriate confidentiality clauses get in the way of that.      
 
 
 
 



 

 
‘Yes’. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We think that the proposal would have a very positive impact on the environment, economy 
and society.   
 
 
Finally, I confirm that I have read and understood the privacy notice to this consultation 
which explains how my personal data will be used. 
 
  



 
Data Protection 
As an MSP, I must comply with the requirements of the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) and other data protection legislation which places certain 
obligations on me when I process personal data. As stated above, I will normally 
publish your response in full, together with your name, unless you request 
anonymity or ask for your response not to be published. I will not publish your 
signature or personal contact information. 

 
Information on how I process your personal data is set out in my privacy notice, which 
can be found here. Please confirm that you have read the privacy notice by ticking 
the box below. 

 
✓ I confirm that I have read and understood the privacy notice (referred 

to above) to this consultation which explains how my personal data 
will be used. 

 
If a respondent is under 12 years of age, I will need to contact you to ask your 
parent or guardian to confirm to us that they are happy for you to send us your 
views. 

 
 Please tick this box if you are under 12 years of age. 

 
I may also edit any part of your response which I think could identify a third party 
unless that person has provided consent for me to publish it. If you wish me to 
publish information that could identify a third party, you should obtain that 
person’s consent in writing and include it with your submission. 

 
If you consider that your response may raise any other issues under the GDPR or 
other data protection legislation and wish to discuss this further, please contact me 
before you submit your response. Further information about data protection can be 
found at: www.ico.gov.uk. 

 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 

As indicated above, once your response is received or is placed in the Scottish 
Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) or is made available to committees, it 
is considered to be held by the Parliament and is subject to the requirements of 
the FoISA. So if the information you send me is requested by third parties the 
Scottish Parliament is obliged to consider the request and provide the information 
unless the information falls within one of the exemptions set out in the Act, 
potentially even if I have agreed to treat all or part of the information in 
confidence or to publish it anonymously. I cannot therefore guarantee that any 
other information you send me will not be made public should it be requested 

https://katyclark.org/2022/10/31/members-bill-consultation-privacy-notice/
http://www.ico.gov.uk/


 
under FoI. Further information about Freedom of Information can be found at: 
www.itspublicknowledge.info. 

 

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/
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