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Our Reference: FEDIN-JR 

Investment in Further Education 

 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

 

I am writing following correspondence with staff in the further education sector who are 

extremely concerned at the implications of the underinvestment in the sector.  

 

Colleges Scotland has estimated a real terms cut to the Scottish Government’s core budget 

of £23.9 million in 2022/23 due to inflation, even before rising costs related to increased pay 

and rising energy costs for Scotland’s colleges are taken into account. I also understand that 

accounting for Covid consequentials in early 2021 to support deferred students, Foundation 

Apprenticeships, mental health and wellbeing initiatives and the provision of digital 

equipment for students, which has not been continued, the total reduction in the college 

budget for 2022/23 is estimated at £51.9 million.  

 

The consequences of this could be severe. I am informed by lecturers and their trade unions 

that management at several costs are considering drastic reductions in staffing levels and, 

as a result, class sizes. This would be devastating given the vital role the sector plays, 

particularly in working class communities. Further education is already underserved, even 

compared to other areas of education: the average expenditure per place for each education 

level in real terms in 2019-20 was just over £4,000 per college student, compared to over 

£8,000 per secondary school pupil, over £7,000 per pre-school pupil, over £6,000 per 

primary school pupil and just under £6,000 per university student. This has had a knock-on 

effect to industrial relations, given there have been disputes around pay, conditions, insecure 

contracts, fire and rehire policies, and discipline and grievance procedures since 2014 alone. 

 

This situation is not sustainable. Our colleges are essential institutions and need real terms 

investment to ensure our society and wider economy is adapting to the challenges we face, 

such as the climate emergency. I would strongly urge ministers to liaise with the Scottish 

Funding Council, colleges and trade unions with a view to providing an emergency financial 

rescue package to support the sector, fund real terms pay rises, protect staffing levels and 

retain classes. There are extensive tax raising powers which can be used to raise revenue 

with which to support the sector.  
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Without ambition and emergency intervention, the sector will be decimated in the years to 

come. I believe as parliamentary representatives we have a duty to ensure that does not 

happen. 

 

I look forward to reading your reply. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

   

Katy Clark MSP  
West Scotland Region  
 


